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all your acts, your first object should be to maintain justice, your second to preserve a perfect liberty. You ought to value the liberty of those whom you are appointed to judge as jealously as though it were your own; and if you would not be wronged yourself by your superiors, you should guard with respect the liberty of your inferiors. Perhaps you will plead that public frauds cannot be detected without scourgings and tortures. Well, I might admit that plea were it not my Lord Leontius who is involved in the case. For those who are too active in the use of brute force are generally those who are deficient in intelligence and command of language. But you cannot offer any such excuse. And therefore, after a careful examination of the reports you have received and of the statements you have made, I am convinced that it is needless for you to have men scourged, when, by God's help, you might effect everything by words alone/'
The letter concludes with a vigorous exhortation. "My glorious son, in dealing with the matter which has been committed to you, strive in the first place to please Him on whom all things depend, and in the next place to secure by your utmost zeal the interests of our Most Serene Sovereign. For indeed I feel that when a matter has been committed to you by him you cannot neglect it without sin. But since by the grace of Almighty God you have sufficient wisdom to examine men's accounts with vigilance and minute accuracy, and yet at the same time to render the judgment of God more favourable towards yourself by showing mercy, so, whenever anger takes hold of you, subdue it, conquer yourself, wait till your wrath is past and you are tranquil again, and then judge as seems to you best. For in punishing evil-doers anger should follow reason, not precede it; it should come behind Justice as her handmaid, and not rush insolently to the front. Behold, my glorious son, the love which I bear both to God and to you has induced me to send you this brief statement of all that I have felt and all that I have heard. If you are wise, you will give long consideration to my short letter, and will endeavour speedily to
liberorum." This sentiment is repeated by Gregory in his letter to Phocas, xiii. 34. Of. Joh. Diac. Vita iii. 47,48: " Libertatem uniuscuiusque hommis contra iudicum insolentias liberis vocibus defendebat. Cunctorum iudicum cupiditates vel scelera quasi camo frenoque pontificii sui, validissinxis auctori-tatibus restringebat."